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Ensuring a Relevant and Reliable DSTP

Transparency in Test Vendor Selection
The Department of Education recently published a Request For Proposals (RFP) from all educational testing companies for a new test that would replace the current Delaware Student Testing Program with a norm-referenced growth model.  For the purpose of meeting the requirements of No Child Left Behind, the core questions on this test would compare students to other children across the country who are in the same grade.  At the same time, it would offer additional questions to see if a child is making progress, regressing, or performing above grade level. 

ACE believes this is a positive step towards a more fair and reliable evaluation of the students now attending public school.  However, to ensure the best possible outcome, ACE also believes that there must be total transparency in the selection process.  

This includes:

1. The publishing of all proposals on the DOE website (as other states have done, e.g., Indiana) so that all knowledgeable and concerned parties can have the opportunity to evaluate each potential test.

2. Well-advertised public meetings in each county so that DOE can share their perspective on the most promising proposals.

3. A guarantee that if the response to the initial Request for a Proposal is inadequate (e.g., too few responses, etc.) DOE will re-evaluate and re-issue a new RFP with a broader scope leaving room for more companies to respond to the needs of Delaware students.
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